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was in a fair way to acquire a preponderating influence
over the Emperor, whom he incited with the utmost
perseverance to annul the constitutional charter and to
restore the former autocratic government.   The Czar
himself appeared to incline more and more to these
counsels;   in the month of December, 1905, when re-
ceiving a deputation of reactionaries who came to peti-
tion for a re-establishment of the autocracy, he had still
maintained that the Manifesto of the 3oth October was
the " expression of his unchangeable will and could not
undergo the slightest attaint" ;   but, some weeks later,
he replied to another deputation, which insisted upon
the removal of Count Witte and protested against the
emancipation of the Jews, that he would " bear alone
the burden of power " that he had assumed at Moscow,
and for which he acknowledged " responsibility to God
alone," and he added :   " The light of truth will soon
burst  forth  and  all  will  become   clear;    children  of
Russia, unite and hold yourselves ready."    This enig-
matic language,  coloured with  mysticism,  gave proof
of the progress attained by the labours of the reactionary
party  and seemed to  point  to  an  anti-revolutionary
crisis in the near future.
In spite of all these alarming symptoms, the situation
improved perceptibly at the beginning of March. Yield-
ing to the advice of Count Witte, the Emperor issued
a new Manifesto, accompanied by two ukases, defining
the new organization of the Empire in conformity with
the principles enounced in the Manifesto of October 3Oth.
The legislative power was delegated to two Chambers :
a Council of the Empire, or Upper House, with a mem-
bership half nominative and half elective, and the Douma,
all of whose members were to be elected.
This organization endowed Russia with a complete
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